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SUBJECT: VNESHTEKHNIKA - CHARGES FOR TESTING EQUIPMENT 
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1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED - ALL-UNION ASSOCIATION FOR SCIENTIFIC 
AND TECHNOLOGICAL EXCHANGE WITH FOREIGN COUNTIRES (V/O 
VNESHTEKHNIKA) WAS FOUNDED IN 1967 AND IS ADMINISTRATIVELY 
UNDER STAE COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RATHER 
THAN MINISTRY FOREIGN TRADE. HANDBOOK OF SOVIET FOREIGN 
TRADE ORGANIZATIONS, COPIES OF WHICH AVAILABLE IN TDAD, 
DESCRIBES VNESHTEKHNIKA SERVICES AS FOLLOWS: 

QTE - RENDERS ASSISTANCE TO SOVIET AND FOREIGN 
SCIENTIFIC, RESEARCH AND DESIGNING ORGANIZATIONS, 
INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES AND FIRMS IN HANDLING 
COMMERICAL, TRANSPORTATION AND LEGAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED 
IN JOINT AND CONTRACTUAL SCIENTIFIC, RESEARCH AND 
DESIGNING WORK IN ALL FIELDS OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEER- 
ING; IN FILLING ORDERS FROM SOVIET AND FOREIGN ORGANIZA- 
TIONS AND FIRSM FOR DRAWING UP AND DELIVERY OF BLUE- 
PRINTS AND SCIENTIFIC EQUIPMENT, AS WELL AS EXPERI- 
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MENTAL SAMPLES OF PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS; IN CARRYING 
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OUT SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EXPERT EXAMINATIONS, CON- 
SULTATIONS, TESTING OF EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS; IN 
IMPLEMENTING OTHER TYPES OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
AID IN INDIVIDUAL FIELDS. UNQTE END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

2. EMBASSY IS AWARE THAT SEVERAL WESTERN FIRMS 

HAVE BEEN REFERRED BY OTHER FTOS TO VNESHTEKHNIKA FOR 
TESTING FIRMS' EQUIPMENT FOR A FEE. THIS PRACTICE 
APPEARS TO BE HIT AND MISS RATHER THAN CONSISTENTLY 
FOLLOWED, FOR MANY FIRMS CONTINUE TO HAVE THEIR EQUIP- 
MENT EVALUATED BY INSTITUES (OFTEN THE END-USERS OF 
THE EQUIPMENT) BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PARENT MINISTRY 
AND AT NO COST TO SELLER. IN ONLY CASE WHICH HAS 
COME DIRECTLY TO OUR ATTENTION, AMERICAN FIRM ROYCO 
WAS REFERRED BY MASHPRIBORINTORG TO VNESHTEKHNIKA 
FOR "CERTIFICATION" OF ITS "CONTAMINATION COUNTER" 

AND TOLD THAT SUCH TESTING WOULD COST ABOUT $1,000. 
HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS AT MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH, ROYCO REPRESENTATIVE WAS TOLD THAT (A) MINISTRY'S 
INSTITUTE WOULD TEST INSTRUMENT AT NO COST AND (B) 
VNESHTEKHNIKA "CERTIFICATE" WOULD MENA NOTHING TO 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, WHICH WAS ALONE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
APPROVING SUCH EQUIPMENT. 

3. VNESHTEKHNIKA "TESTING SERVICE" APPEARS TO BE 
BLATANT GIMMICH TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL HARD CURRENCY 
FROM WESTER FIRMS. IF VNESHTEKHNIKA "CERTIFICATION" 

IS NEITHER REQUIRED NOT EVEN ACCEPTED BY SOME MINISTRIES 
THERE APPEARS TO BE NO VALUE TO THIS "SERVICE". IF, 

HOWEVER, ITS SEAL OF APPROVAL IS A FILLIP TO PRO- 
DUCTS'S SALABILITY ON SOVIET MARKET THERE MAY BE SOME 
INDUCEMENT TO NEW-TO-MARKET FIRMS TO TRY THIS ROUTE. 
NEITHER IBM NOR HEWLETT-PACKARD ACCREDITED REPS HAS 
COME UP AGAINST THIS "OFFER", AND IT IS DOUBTFUL 
LARGER, ESTABLISHED FIRMS WOULD ACCEPT THIS AS CON- 
DICTION. 

4. OTHER WESTERN EMBASSIES IN MOSCOW HAVE REPORTED 
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TO US THAT THERE IS SOME SORT OF CERTIFICATION REQUIRED 
FROM SOVIET STATE COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS (GOSSTANDART) 
FOR ANY TEST/CONTROL EQUIPMENT PRIOR TO ITS USE IN 
USSR. WHILE REFERAL OF BAIRD-ATOMIC TO VNESHTEKHNIKA 
COULD BE ATTEMPT TO SHIFT COST OF GOSSTANDART INSPECTION 
FROM END-USER TO FOREIGN FIRM, THIS WOULD NOT EXPLAIN 
OTHER INSTANCE REFERRED TO IN REFTEL. FURTHERMORE, 
HEWLETT PACKARD, WHICH HAS BEEN SELLING TEST/CONTROL 
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EQUIPMENT ON SOVIET MARKET FOR MANY YEARS, IS UNAWARE 
OF REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION BY GOSSTANDART. 

5. EMBASSY WILL REPORT ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
WHICH DEVELOPS ON THIS PRACTICE. END LIMITED OFFICIAL 
USE. 
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